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A Call to Prayer

Intercessory Prayer is a powerful means of grace to the praying man. Martyn observes that at times of inward
dryness and depression, he had often found a delightful revival in the act of praying for others for their conversion,
or sanctification, or prosperity in the work of the Lord. His dealings with God for them about these gifts and
blessings were for himself the divinely natural channel of a renewed insight into his own part and lot in Christ,
into Christ as his own rest and power, into the “perfect freedom” of an entire yielding of himself to his Master for
His work—BISHOP HANDLEY C. G. MOULE.

This Week in Prayer

e Pray for Israel.

e Pray for the Brotherhood Beyond Boundaries pastors and their families; pray for the work
of these men in Belarus, and Lithuania.

e Pray for outreach, November and December are opportunity months for sharing. Pray that
we will be ready to talk about the hope that is within us.

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts,
and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you
a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;
1 Peter 3:15 (NKJV)

e Pray for Mark Spencer as he leaves this week for Poland and Lithuania. He and Marek
Kaminski will minister with Lithuanian pastors from the Brotherhood Beyond Boundaries
conference. Pray for their safe travel and open doors of opportunity to minister the Gospel.
Pray as well for their families and churches as they travel.

e DPray for the transfer of the German Verein to Inner Court Ministries. Once the transfer has
taken place, the ICM Verein will be a social and religious organization in Germany. Pray for
a revealing of God’s will and plans for this ministry and organization.

Praying Always for You

Pray for one another. Pray for renewed strength. There is much for each of us to learn and do, and
the cares and worries of this age work to weaken Christians.



But those who wait on the Lord
Shall renew their strengthy
They shall mount up with wings Ilike eagles,
They shall run and not be weary,
They shall walk and not faint.
Isaiah 40:31 (NKJV)

Fear not, for I am with you;
Be not dismayed, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you,
Yes, I will help you,
I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’
Isaiah 41:10 (NKJV)

that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with
might through His Spirit in the inner man,

Ephes. 3:16 (NKJV)

Imperative Importance of the Work of Prayer

‘T know that Thou hearest me always;’ or Prayer in harmony with the being of God
By Andrew Murray

‘Fathet, I thank Thee that Thou heardest me.
And I knew that Thou hearest me always.’
John 6:41-42.

“Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten Thee.
Ask of me, and I shall give Thee.’
Psalms 2:7-8

In the New Testament we find a distinction made between faith and knowledge. “T'o one is given,
through the Spirit, the word of wisdonz; to another the word of gnowledge, according to the same
Spirit; to another faith, in the same Spirit.” In a child or a simple-minded Christian there may be
much faith with little knowledge. Childlike simplicity accepts the truth without difficulty, and often
cares little to give itself or others any reason for its faith but this: God has said. But it is the will of
God that we should love and serve Him, not only with all the heart but also with all the mind; that
we should grow up into an insight into the Divine wisdom and beauty of all His ways and words and
works. It is only thus that the believer will be able fully to approach and rightly to adore the glory of
God’s grace; and only thus that our heart can intelligently apprehend the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge there are in redemption, and be prepared to enter fully into the highest note of the song
that rises before the throne: ‘O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
In our prayer life this truth has its full application. While prayer and faith are so simple that the new-
born convert can pray with power, true Christian science finds in the doctrine of prayer some of its
deepest problems. In how far is the power of prayer a reality? If so, how God can grant to prayer
such mighty power? How can the action of prayer be harmonized with the will and the decrees of



God? How can God’s sovereignty and our will, God’s liberty and ours, be reconciled?--these and
other like questions are fit subjects for Christian meditation and inquiry. The more earnestly and
reverently we approach such mysteries, the more shall we in adoring wonder fall down to praise
Him who hath in prayer given such power to man.

One of the secret difficulties with regard to prayer,--one which, though not expressed, does often
really hinder prayer,--is derived from the perfection of God, in His absolute independence of all that
is outside of Himself. Is He not the Infinite Being, who owes what He is to Himself alone, who
determines Himself, and whose wise and holy will has determined all that is to be? How can prayer
influence Him, or He be moved by prayer to do what otherwise would not be done? Is not the
promise of an answer to prayer simply a condescension to our weakness? Is what is said of the
power--the much-availing power--of prayer anything more than an accommodation to our mode of
thought, because the Deity never can be dependent on any action from without for its doings? And
is not the blessing of prayer simply the influence it exercises upon ourselves?

In seeking an answer to such questions, we find the key in the very being of God, in the mystery of
the Holy Trinity. If God was only one Person, shut up within Himself, there could be no thought of
nearness to Him or influence on Him. But in God there are three Persons. In God we have Father
and Son, who have in the Holy Spirit their living bond of unity and fellowship. When eternal Love
begat the Son, and the Father gave the Son as the Second Person a place next Himself as His Equal
and His Counsellor, there was a way opened for prayer and its influence in the very inmost life of
Deity itself. Just as on earth, so in heaven the whole relation between Father and Son is that of
giving and taking. And if that taking is to be as voluntary and self-determined as the giving, there
must be on the part of the Son an asking and receiving. In the holy fellowship of the Divine
Persons, this asking of the Son was one of the great operations of the Thrice Blessed Life of God.
Hence we have it in Psalm two, “This day I have begotten Thee: ask of me and I will give Thee.’
The Father gave the Son the place and the power to act upon Him. The asking of the Son was no
mere show or shadow, but one of those life-movements in which the love of the Father and the Son
met and completed each other. The Father had determined that He should not be alone in His
counsels: there was a Son on whose asking and accepting their fulfilment should depend. And so
there was in the very Being and Life of God an asking of which prayer on earth was to be the
reflection and the outflow. It was not without including this that Jesus said, “I knew that Thou
always hearest me.” Just as the Sonship of Jesus on earth may not be separated from His Sonship in
heaven, even so with His prayer on earth, it is the continuation and the counterpart of His asking in
heaven. The prayer of the man Christ Jesus is the link between the eternal asking of the only-
begotten Son in the bosom of the Father and the prayer of men upon earth. Prayer has its rise and
its deepest source in the very Being of God. In the bosom of Deity nothing is ever done without
prayer--the asking of the Son and the giving of the Father.

This may help us somewhat to understand how the prayer of man, coming through the Son, can
have effect upon God. The decrees of God are not decisions made by Him without reference to the
Son, or His petition, or the petition to be sent up through Him. By no means. The Lord Jesus is the
first-begotten, the Head and Heir of all things: all things were created #brough Him and unto Him, and
all things consist zz Him. In the counsels of the Father, the Son, as Representative of all creation, had
always a voice; in the decrees of the eternal purpose there was always room left for the liberty of the
Son as Mediator and Intercessor, and so for the petitions of all who draw nigh to the Father in the
Son.



And if the thought come that this liberty and power of the Son to act upon the Father is at variance
with the immutability of the Divine decrees, let us not forget that there is not with God as with man,
a past by which He is irrevocably bound. God does not live in time with its past and future; the
distinctions of time have no reference to Him who inhabits Eternity. And Eternity is an ever-present
now, in which the past is never past, and the future always present. To meet our human weakness,
Scripture must speak of past decrees, and a coming future. In reality, the immutability of God’s
counsel is ever still in perfect harmony with His liberty to do whatsoever He will. Not so were the
prayers of the Son and His people taken up into the eternal decrees that their effect should only be
an apparent one; but so, that the Father-heart holds itself open and free to listen to every prayer that
rises through the Son, and that God does indeed allow Himself to be decided by prayer to do what
He otherwise would not have done.

This perfect harmony and union of Divine Sovereignty and human liberty is to us an unfathomable
mystery, because God as #he efernal one transcends all our thoughts. But let it be our comfort and
strength to be assured that in the eternal fellowship of the Father and the Son, the power of prayer
has its origin and certainty, and that through our union with the Son, our prayer is taken up and can
have its influence in the inner life of the Blessed Trinity. God’s decrees are no iron framework
against which man’s liberty would vainly seek to struggle. No. God Himself is the Living Love, who
in His Son as man has entered into the tenderest relation with all that is human, who through the
Holy Spirit takes up all that is human into the Divine life of love, and keeps Himself free to give
every human prayer its place in His government of the world.

It is in the daybreak light of such thoughts that the doctrine of the Blessed Trinity no longer is an
abstract speculation, but the living manifestation of the way in which it were possible for man to be
taken up into the fellowship of God, and his prayer to become a real factor in God’s rule of this
earth. And we can, as in the distance, catch glimpses of the light that from the eternal world shines
out on words such as these: ‘through him we have access by one spirit unto the father.”

Joining This Company

All Christians who will pray are welcome. Voice of Thanksgiving is sent by e-mail or letter to all who will commit to
prayer as members of this company. It is a guide to challenge us and direct our prayers. The fee for joining is your
commitment to pray. Please join us in praying for the nations.

To join send an e-mail with the word JOIN for the subject. Tell your friends and prayer partners about Voice of
Thanksgiving. The call is to gather a company of believers who will pray. Together we will reach nations for Jesus
Christ.

To receive Voice of Thanksgiving by e-mail:

Send an e-mail to david@innercourt.com

include the word JOIN in the subject line

To receive Voice of Thanksgiving by regular mail:
Voice of Thanksgiving
Inner Court Ministries
P.O. Box 2125-80502
Longmont, CO 80502

The Voice of Thanksgiving is available online
To read or reread articles go to
http://www.fearcod.com/VoT Articles.htm




