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A Call to Prayer 
 

With Christ In The School Of Prayer 
Andrew Murray 

 
O my God! I do believe in Thee.  I believe in Thee as the Father, Infinite in Thy Love and Power. 
And as the Son, my Redeemer and my Life. And as the Holy Spirit, Comforter and Guide and 
Strength. Three-One God, I have faith in Thee. I know and am sure that all that Thou art Thou art 
to me, that all Thou hast promised Thou wilt perform. 
 
Lord Jesus! increase this faith. Teach me to take time, and wait and worship in the Holy Presence 
until my faith takes in all there is in my God for me. Let it see Him as the Fountain of all Life, 
working with Almighty Strength to accomplish His will on the world and in me. Let it see Him in 
His love longing to meet and fulfil my desires. Let it so take possession of my heart and life that 
through faith God alone may dwell there. Lord Jesus, help me! with my whole heart would I believe 
in God. Let faith in God each moment fill me.  
  
O my Blessed Saviour! how can Thy Church glorify Thee, how can it fulfil that work of intercession 
through which Thy kingdom must come, unless our whole life be FAITH IN GOD. Blessed Lord! 
speak Thy Word, ‘have faith in god,’ unto the depths of our souls. 
 
 
This Week in Prayer 
 

• Pray for Israel.  
 

• Pray for the Brotherhood Beyond Boundaries pastors and their families; pray for the work 
of these men in Belarus, and Lithuania. 

 
• Pray for Mark Spencer as he is in Poland and going to Lithuania. He and Marek Kaminski 

will minister with Lithuanian pastors from the Brotherhood Beyond Boundaries 
conference. Pray for their safe travel and open doors of opportunity to minister the Gospel. 
Pray as well for their families and churches, as they travel.  

 
For a great and effective door has opened to me, and there are many adversaries. 

1 Cor. 16:9 (NKJV) 
 

• Pray for the transfer of the German Verein to Inner Court Ministries. Once the transfer has 
taken place, the ICM Verein will be a social and religious organization in Germany. Pray for 
a revealing of God’s will and plans for this ministry and organization.  



Praying Always for You 
 
Pray for one another. The members of this company need strength to carryout the job before us. 
With the need for strength, the call this week is pray for joy. Pray for His joy to over flow in our life.   
 

        Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet,  
and send portions to those for whom nothing is prepared;  

for this day is holy to our Lord.  
Do not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your strength." 

Neh. 8:10 (NKJV)    
 

Those who sow in tears Shall reap in joy. 
    Psalm 126:5 (NKJV)   

 
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 

    And come to Zion with singing, 
    With everlasting joy on their heads. 
    They shall obtain joy and gladness, 

    And sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
Isaiah 35:10 (NKJV)   

 
 
Imperative Importance of the Work of Prayer 
 

from Necessity of Prayer 
E.M. Bounds 

 
Desire is not merely a simple wish; it is a deep seated craving; an intense longing, for attainment. In 
the realm of spiritual affairs, it is an important adjunct to prayer. So important is it, that one might 
say, almost, that desire is an absolute essential of prayer. Desire precedes prayer, accompanies it, is 
followed by it. Desire goes before prayer, and by it, created and intensified. Prayer is the oral 
expression of desire. If prayer is asking God for something, then prayer must be expressed. Prayer 
comes out into the open. Desire is silent. Prayer is heard; desire, unheard. The deeper the desire, the 
stronger the prayer. Without desire, prayer is a meaningless mumble of words. Such perfunctory, 
formal praying, with no heart, no feeling, no real desire accompanying it, is to be shunned like a 
pestilence. Its exercise is a waste of precious time, and from it, no real blessing accrues. 
 
Holy desire is much helped by devout contemplation. Meditation on our spiritual need, and on 
God’s readiness and ability to correct it, aids desire to grow. Serious thought engaged in before 
praying, increases desire, makes it more insistent, and tends to save us from the menace of private 
prayer -- wandering thought. We fail much more in desire, than in its outward expression. We retain 
the form, while the inner life fades and almost dies. 
 
One might well ask, whether the feebleness of our desires for God, the Holy Spirit, and for all the 
fulness of Christ, is not the cause of our so little praying, and of our languishing in the exercise of 
prayer? Do we really feel these inward pantings of desire after heavenly treasures? Do the inbred 
groanings of desire stir our souls to mighty wrestlings? Alas for us! The fire burns altogether too 



low. The flaming heat of soul has been tempered down to a tepid lukewarmness. This, it should be 
remembered, was the central cause of the sad and desperate condition of the Laodicean Christians, 
of whom the awful condemnation is written that they were “rich, and increased in goods and had 
need of nothing,” and knew not that they “were wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind.” 
      
Again: we might well inquire -- have we that desire which presses us to close communion with God, 
which is filled with unutterable burnings, and holds us there through the agony of an intense and 
soul-stirred supplication? Our hearts need much to be worked over, not only to get the evil out of 
them, but to get the good into them. And the foundation and inspiration to the incoming good, is 
strong, propelling desire. This holy and fervid flame in the soul awakens the interest of heaven, 
attracts the attention of God, and places at the disposal of those who exercise it, the exhaustless 
riches of Divine grace. 
      
The dampening of the flame of holy desire, is destructive of the vital and aggressive forces in church 
life. God requires to be represented by a fiery Church, or He is not in any proper sense, represented 
at all. God, Himself, is all on fire, and His Church, if it is to be like Him, must also be at white heat. 
The great and eternal interests of heaven-born, God-given religion are the only things about which 
His Church can afford to be on fire. Yet holy zeal need not to be fussy in order to be consuming. 
Our Lord was the incarnate antithesis of nervous excitability, the absolute opposite of intolerant or 
clamorous declamation, yet the zeal of God's house consumed Him; and the world is still feeling the 
glow of His fierce, consuming flame and responding to it, with an ever-increasing readiness and an 
ever-enlarging response. 
      
A lack of ardour in prayer, is the sure sign of a lack of depth and of intensity of desire; and the 
absence of intense desire is a sure sign of God's absence from the heart! To abate fervour is to retire 
from God. He can, and does, tolerate many things in the way of infirmity and error in His children. 
He can, and will pardon sin when the penitent prays, but two things are intolerable to Him -- 
insincerity and lukewarmness. Lack of heart and lack of heat are two things He loathes, and to the 
Laodiceans He said, in terms of unmistakable severity and condemnation: 
      

“I would thou wert cold or hot. 
So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, 

I will spue thee out of My mouth.” 
 
This was God's expressed judgment on the lack of fire in one of the Seven Churches, and it is His 
indictment against individual Christians for the fatal want of sacred zeal. In prayer, fire is the motive 
power. Religious principles which do not emerge in flame, have neither force nor effect. Flame is the 
wing on which faith ascends; fervency is the soul of prayer. It was the “fervent, effectual prayer” 
which availed much. Love is kindled in a flame, and ardency is its life. Flame is the air which true 
Christian experience breathes. It feeds on fire; it can withstand anything, rather than a feeble flame; 
and it dies, chilled and starved to its vitals, when the surrounding atmosphere is frigid or lukewarm. 
      
True prayer, must be aflame. Christian life and character need to be all on fire. Lack of spiritual heat 
creates more infidelity than lack of faith. Not to be consumingly interested about the things of 
heaven, is not to be interested in them at all. The fiery souls are those who conquer in the day of 
battle, from whom the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and who take it by force. The citadel 
of God is taken only by those, who storm it in dreadful earnestness, who besiege it, with fiery, 
unabated zeal. 



Nothing short of being red hot for God, can keep the glow of heaven in our hearts, these chilly 
days. The early Methodists had no heating apparatus in their churches. They declared that the flame 
in the pew and the fire in the pulpit must suffice to keep them warm. And we, of this hour, have 
need to have the live coal from God’s altar and the consuming flame from heaven glowing in our 
hearts. This flame is not mental vehemence nor fleshy energy. It is Divine fire in the soul, intense, 
dross-consuming -- the very essence of the Spirit of God. 
      
Ardent desire is the basis of unceasing prayer. It is not a shallow, fickle inclination, but a strong 
yearning, an unquenchable ardour, which impregnates, glows, burns and fixes the heart. It is the 
flame of a present and active principle mounting up to God. It is ardour propelled by desire, that 
burns its way to the Throne of mercy, and gains its plea. It is the pertinacity of desire that gives 
triumph to the conflict, in a great struggle of prayer. It is the burden of a weighty desire that sobers, 
makes restless, and reduces to quietness the soul just emerged from its mighty wrestlings. It is the 
embracing character of desire which arms prayer with a thousand pleas, and robes it with an 
invincible courage and an all-conquering power. 
 

Lord, I cannot let Thee go, 
Till a blessing Thou bestow; 
Do not turn away Thy face; 

Mine’s an urgent, pressing case. 
 
 
Joining This Company 
All Christians who will pray are welcome. Voice of Thanksgiving sent by e-mail or letter to all who 
will commit to prayer as members of this company. It is a guide to challenge us and direct our 
prayers. The fee for joining is your commitment to pray. Please join us in praying for the nations.  
 
To join send an e-mail with the word JOIN for the subject. Tell your friends and prayer partners 
about Voice of Thanksgiving. The call is to gather a company of believers who will pray. Together 
we will reach nations for Jesus Christ.  
 
To receive Voice of Thanksgiving by e-mail:  

Send an e-mail to david@innercourt.com  
include the word JOIN in the subject line     

 
To receive Voice of Thanksgiving by regular mail: 
    Voice of Thanksgiving 
    Inner Court Ministries 
    P.O. Box 2125-80502 
    Longmont, CO 80502 
 
The Voice of Thanksgiving is available online  

To read or reread articles go to 
http://www.feargod.com/VoT_Articles.htm 

 
If you have questions or comments  

Send them to David Williamson:   
david@innercourt.com 


